








Pingyao Ancient City in central Shanxi  

province is considered the banking capital  

of the country during the late Qing dynasty, 

and the best example of an intact walled city 

in China. 

The Ancient City was awarded UNESCO 

World Heritage Site status in 1997 for its 

exceptional preservation of an intact, classic 

Han Chinese city from the Ming and Qing 

dynasties (1368-1911). Pingyao’s almost 

4,000 courtyards illustrate the evolution of 

architectural styles and town planning over 

five centuries, and provide a remarkably  

complete picture of cultural, social, economic 

and religious development.

The Ancient City is surrounded by a wall that 

is more than 6,000 meters long and 10 meters 

high that requires significant government 

funds for its continual maintenance, leaving 

few resources and conservation expertise for 

other needs.  

 

GHF is working with the Shanxi Research 

Institute of Ancient Architecture Conservation 

and the local government to support a  

master conservation plan, preservation of  

key temples and historic residences, and 

sustainable tourism development. 

The Pingyao Cultural Heritage Route is an 

innovative program that combines authentic 

conservation, community development 

and heritage preservation.  The program 

will restore and reuse 20 Qing and Ming era 

courtyards, forming an inner circle of artisan 

workshops within the ancient city.  This route 

would not only preserve Pingyao’s traditional 

arts and crafts, but will help revive the living 

arts, expand the city’s attractions for tourism, 

and spread the economic benefits to the 

residents of the ancient city. 

Pingyao
Shanxi, China. China’s First Banking Capital

Left

The imposing city wall  
in PIngyao is made of com- 
pacted earth covered by 
bricks and stones.
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A local craftswoman  
in Pingyao.
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Located in the sacred Wutai Mountains, 

Foguang Temple is considered a  mas-

terpiece of ancient Chinese architecture. 

Foguang Temple was first  constructed dur-

ing Northern Wei (471-499 A.D). The temple 

complex  includes many halls, including the 

Hall of the Great Buddha, Wenshu Hall,  and 

many wing rooms. It twas burned down in 

845 AD and reconstructed to its  current form 

in 857 AD. Foguang Temple is the oldest 

wooden architectural marvel in  China. The 

Wutai Mountains, including Foguang Temple, 

will be  nominated for UNESCO World 

Heritage status in 2008. 

Foguang Temple has not been repaired or 

conserved since the 17th century. Extensive 

structure damage from falling rocks, rotting 

roofing, beams and pillars is threatening the 

Hall of the Great Buddha. Almost  all of the 

hundreds of the Tang Dynasty statues inside 

the Hall of the  Great Buddha are rotting, and 

priceless murals inside Wenshu Hall are  suf-

fering from water damage.  

For the past three years, GHF has been  

working with Shanxi Province’s  Cultural 

Relics Bureau on the investigation and  

planning for Foguang  Temple’s conservation. 

GHF is providing funding and expertise for  

the  investigation, planning and scientific 

conservation so that Foguang will be an 

inspiring destination for pilgrims and serious  

students of Buddhism. 

Foguang Temple
Wutai Mountains, Shanxi, China

Left

Exposure to the elements  
and lack of treatment are 
threatening the rotting roof-
ing, beams and pillars.
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Right

Wooden sculptures in 
Foguang Temple are badly in 
need of maintenance and suf-
fering from water damage.
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Located in the southwestern province of 

Yunnan, the Old Town of Lijiang is prominent 

along the Ancient Tea and Horse Caravan 

Road, also known as the “Silk Road” of 

Southwest China, that connects Tibet to 

Yunnan and Sichuan. 

This picturesque town has a history going 

back more than 800 years. It was designated 

a UNESCO World Heritage site in 1997 for 

its dramatic natural setting and harmonious 

fusion of different cultures within a historic 

urban landscape of exceptional quality and 

authenticity. Its architectural style blends 

the traditions of the Naxi people – the town’s 

main ethnic group – with those of the Tibetan, 

Bai and Han peoples. 

Buffeted by natural disasters, unplanned 

construction, mass tourism, and the exodus 

of native Naxi families from the ancient town, 

the Old Town of Lijiang needed to undertake a  

systematic process of planning and model 

conservation, while maintaing its historical 

integrity.

Working with the Lijiang government and 

UNESCO, GHF supported the first Master 

Conservation Plan (MCP) for the Old Town. 

GHF also helped establish the public and pri-

vately-funded, Lijiang Trust for Conservation. 

The Trust provided scientific conservation 

and planning tools and a subsidy incentive 

program for the authentic restoration of his-

toric ancient Naxi homes.

Over a five-year period, the GHF Trust helped 

restore more than 174 traditional Naxi homes. 

In 2007, UNESCO Asia Pacific recognized this 

public-private effort with the Award of Merit. 

The partnership between the residents, man-

agement authorities, external conservation 

experts and donors allows for a grassroots 

and participatory approach within the frame-

work of Lijiang’s conservation management 

plan. 

Lijiang
Old Town of Lijiang, Yunnan, China 

Left

The Old Town of Lijiang  
is nestled in the natural  
landscape of Yunnan.
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Right

The exodus of traditional  
Naxi people was stemmed  
by GHF’s intervention.
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